
 

 

The Paschal Liturgy & the Revelation to St John the Divine 
Based on Dr Massey H. Shepherd’s Paschal Liturgy and the Apocalypse, 1960 

 

 
 
The PASCHAL VIGIL   The APOCALYPSE   Chapter & Verse 
 

A. The Lamplighting 8: The Seven Lampstands + Christ 1 
 (Public Scrutiny of Catechumens) The Seven Letters [+ this one = 8] 2–3 
 
B. The Vigil Proper The Assembly before the Throne 4–5 

 The Lessons [probably 6 or 12] Opening of the Sealed Book (6 Seals) 6 

 

C. The Initiation  (Baptism & The Pause:  Sealing (+ with Chrism) of the 

         Chrismation / Confirmation) 8: white-robed Witnesses ~ Newly Baptized 7 

 

D.  The Divine Liturgy The Seventh Seal 8:1–2 

 1. The ENTRANCE: Prayers of the The Censing mingled with Prayers of the 8:3–4 

   Saints (formalized later as Saints. 

   the KYRIE- litany) (The Angel takes a Deacon’s role) 
 2. THE LITURGY OF THE WORD: The Trumpets, 1-6 = Woes 1-2 (cf. Ex. 7-12) 8–9 

   a. Torah (Exodus reading?) 8: The Pause: The Little Scroll; 2 Witnesses  10–11 

   b. The Prophets (Ezek. & other) The 7
th

 Trumpet = 3
rd

 Woe: War of Christ  12–18 

   c. The GOSPEL (whole span is  & Antichrist (Last Judgment): 7 Plagues 

    related: Nativity, Cross, Resur.) 

   d. Hymns of Victory The Alleluyas 19:1–8 

 3 The LITURGY OF THE ALTAR The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 19:9ff 

 4. The CONCLUDING RITES The Consummation 20–22 

   The Dismissal The Invitation of Spirit & Bride (Church) 22:17   

   (a playful inversion here) 

 
 

 

 

CC = 10 + 8 + 200 + 70 + 400 +200 = 888 





rsq nwrn = 50 + 200 + 6 + 50 + 100 + 60 + 200 = 666 

(RSQ NORN < / 

>NRON QSR) 


